2y trek

Kyoto — Cherry Blossom Week

6 nights in Kyoto during peak sakura season. Base: The
Thousand Kyoto (Kyoto Station area). Itinerary clusters sights
geographically to minimize travel time, with early-morning

starts at the most crowded spots.

April 5 — April 11, 2027

7 18 18



pav1  Arrival + Higashiyama & Gion Evening

@ The Thousand Kyoto (Hotel)
570 Higashishiokojichd, Shimogyo Ward, Kyoto

© Gion shirakawa Canal

Motoyoshichd, Higashiyama Ward, Kyoto

e Maruyama Park

Maruyamacho, Higashiyama Ward, Kyoto

@ Pontocho Alley
Kashiwayacho, Nakagyo Ward, Kyoto

Get an ICOCA/Suica IC card at Kyoto Station immediately on arrival — you'll need it for every bus and train this week. Take the Haruka Express from
KIX (75 min, ¥3,600). Don't plan anything strenuous today — jet lag is real. Gion evening is low-effort and perfect for a first taste of Kyoto.

Maruyama Park's weeping cherry (the "Gion no Yozakura") is lit up until midnight. Food stalls are set up all around — grab something to eat while you
hanami. The park is free, open 24h. Crowds peak around 19-21h then ease off.



pay2  Philosopher's Path + Heian Shrine + Nanzeniji

@ Philosopher's Path
Tetsugaku No Michi, Sakyo Ward, Kyoto

© Hyotei (3% Michelin Kaiseki)

35 Nanzeniji Kusakawachd, Sakyo Ward, Kyoto

@ Nanzen-ji Temple
86 Nanzenji Fukuchichd, Sakyo Ward, Kyoto

o Heian-jingd Shrine
97 Okazaki Nishitennocho, Sakyo Ward, Kyoto

@ Kinmata (Kaiseki Restaurant)
407 Dainichichd, Nakagyo Ward, Kyoto

Early start mandatory — Philosopher's Path is best at 7 AM before it becomes a river of people. Walk south from the Ginkakuji end. Hyotei breakfast is
booked for 8:00 (confirm 90 days out). Kinmata lunch is booked for 13:00 — note it's closed Wednesdays so Apr 6 (Tuesday) is confirmed safe.

Hyotei: bring cash — most kaiseki restaurants don't take cards. Smart-casual dress. The asagayu (rice porridge) breakfast is the iconic dish here.
Reservations open on a rolling 90-day window at hyotei.co.jp — set a calendar reminder to book on Jan 6, 2027.



pay3  Arashiyama Day

@ Arashiyama Bamboo Grove
@ Sagaogurayama Tabuchiyamacho, Ukyo Ward, Kyoto

© Togetsukyo Bridge (Arashiyama)
@ 1-5 Sagatenryuji Susukinobabachd, Ukyo Ward, Kyoto

Take JR San'in Line from Kyoto Station to Saga-Arashiyama (17 min). Be at the bamboo grove by 07:00 — it's genuinely empty and magical this early.
The grove itself is short (5-10 min walk through) so don't rush. Continue to Tenryuji Temple garden (¥500, opens 8:30) and then walk down to
Togetsukyo Bridge for the river and mountain views.

Lunch in Arashiyama: Yoshimura soba restaurant at Togetsukyo Bridge has river views and great cold soba with tempura. Arrive before 11:30 or
expect a wait — it fills up fast. Alternatively, grab yudofu (tofu hot pot) which is an Arashiyama speciality.



pavy 4  Kinkakuji + Nijo Castle + Northwest Kyoto

@ Kinkaku-ji (Golden Pavilion)
@ 1Kinkakujichg, Kita Ward, Kyoto

e Nijo Castle
@ 541 Nijojochd, Nakagyo Ward, Kyoto

@ Nishiki Market
@ Higashiuoyacho, Nakagyo Ward, Kyoto

Kinkakuji opens at 9:00 sharp — be there at the gate. Tour buses start arriving at 9:30 and it gets very crowded fast. From Kinkakuji take bus 12 or 59
south to Nijo Castle (20 min). Nijo has 60+ cherry varieties so still likely in good bloom Apr 8. Evening illumination runs during sakura season if you
want to return after dark.

Nishiki Market stalls start closing around 17:00-18:00 so aim to be there by 13:00-15:00. Go hungry — graze your way through rather than committing
to a sit-down lunch. Best bites: dashi-maki tamago, pickled veg, matcha soft serve, fresh yuba.



pay 5  Fushimi Inari + Nishiki Market + Pontocho

@ Fushimi Inari Taisha
@ 68 Fukakusa Yabunouchichg, Fushimi Ward, Kyoto

© RrRamen vaga (Ramen)
@ 609 Teianmaenocho, Shimogyo Ward, Kyoto

@ Pontocho Alley
@ Kashiwayacho, Nakagyo Ward, Kyoto

Fushimi Inari: take JR Nara Line from Kyoto Station to Inari Station (5 min, 2 stops). Free, open 24h. The lower torii gates are packed by 9 AM — be
there at 06:30. Hike up to the Yotsutsuiji junction (30 min) for city views and a big drop in crowd density. Full mountain loop is 2-3h. Wear trainers —

the path is uneven stone steps.

Afternoon is intentionally free — use it to revisit any spot you loved, explore Teramachi Street for shopping, or just rest. Pontocho dinner is best
enjoyed slowly — arrive around 19:30 and take your time picking a spot. Riverside terrace dining (kawayuka) may be open in April — look for places

with decks over the Kamogawa.



pay 6  Kiyomizudera + Kodaiji Night lllumination

@ Kiyomizu-dera Temple
@ 1-294 Kiyomizu, Higashiyama Ward, Kyoto

e Kodai-ji Temple
@ 526 Shimokawara-chd, Higashiyama Ward, Kyoto

Kiyomizudera opens at 6:00 AM — get there at opening for sunrise light on the wooden stage and almost no crowds. The approach streets
(Ninenzaka, Sannenzaka) are great for breakfast — small cafes open early for visiting pilgrims. Ticket is cash only at the gate (¥500).

Kodaiji night illumination runs 18:00-22:00 during sakura season. Buy tickets online in advance (cheaper than at the gate, ~¥2,400-3,200). The light
show is projected directly onto the garden — the weeping cherry under the lights is genuinely stunning. It's a 10-min walk from Kiyomizudera so easy
to combine as a bookend to the day. Apr 10 is also the Okasai Festival at Hirano Shrine if you want an alternative evening.



pAav7 Departure Day — Maruyama Park Morning

@ Moaruyama Park
@ Maruyamacho, Higashiyama Ward, Kyoto

Check your train or flight time and plan the morning accordingly. Maruyama Park is a 20-min bus ride from Kyoto Station (routes 100 or 2086). If
departing from KIX, Haruka Express leaves from Kyoto Station — allow 90 min travel + 90 min airport check-in. Hotel checkout is typically 11:00; ask the
concierge to store luggage if your departure is later.



